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MEMORANDUM
TO: Norith Carolina Immunization Program (NCIP) Paricipants
FROM: Beth Rowe-West, RN, BSN, Heads

Immunization Branch
SUBJECT: URGENT: Changes in the North Carelina Immunization Program
The purpose of this memo 15 to update providers regarding additional changes to the North Carolina Immunization Program resalting
from reductions in state appropriations for immunizations. NCIP staff have worked very closely with an advisory committee consisting
of public and private doctors and nurses [rom across North Carolina o implement budget reductions mandated by the General
Assembly in & way that minimizes harm to the children of North Carolina and disruption to health care providers. This work began
prior 1 our meme dated Cetober 30, 2009 announcing changes which became effective December 1, 2009, and has continued in an
effort 1o address continuing budget shortfalls,
As a result, NCIP will only provide seasonal influenza vaceine to children who are eligible for the Vaceines for Children (VFC)
program during the 2001 0-201 1scason, However, this change will allow us to reinstate universal use of Tdap for pediatric patients and
for persons entering North Carolina colleges and universities, as well as universal use of varicella vaccine, as indicated below,
effective April 1, 2010, VFC-cligible children are those who are Medicaid-eligible, Amencan Indian or Alaskan Native, uninsured, or
undeninsured.
Effective April 1, 2010, the following changes will be effective for vaccines provided through the NCIP:
# Seasonal influenza vaccine (pediatric use) for the 2010-201 1 influenza season will be available only for VFC-eligible

children 6 months through 18 vears of age.
Tdap vaccine (pediatric use) will be available universally (that is, for all children) 10 through 18 years of age.
Varicella vaccine (two doses) will be available universally (that is, for all children) 12 months through |8 veuars of age.
Tdap vaccine (adult use}-—a single dose will be available for two populations:

o Any person of any age entering a North Carolina college/university (where Tdap is required by NC lmmunization

Law) for the first time who has never received Tdap,

o Post partum women seen at local health depariments if no documentation of Tdap vaceine exists.

¥  Coverage for all other vaceines, including adult use produets, remains unchanged from the October 30, 2009 memo.

b o

Attached to this memo is an excerpt of the NCIP Coverage Criteria reflecting the four changes listed above. An updated version of the
full NCIP Coverage Criteria will be available on-line soon att www immunizene.com, We encourage all providers 1o print this
document no later than April 1, 2010 and post it in your vaccination area,

Vaecine for administration to non-VFC eligible children seen in your practice must be maintained separately from state-
supplied stock. Non-VFC children are defined as those who are fully insured, that is, the family’s insurance plan will cover vaccing
administration after deductibles and co-payments are met. Privately purchased vaccine may also be added o the North Carolina
lmmunization Registry (NCIR) 1o ensure complete immunization records. [f vou have questions regarding how to add privately
purchased vaccine into your inventory, please call the NCIR Help Desk at 1-877-873-6247.

The lmmunization Branch has developed a list of Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) regarding changes made to the program since
December |, 2009, You can find these FAQs online at www. immunizenc.com/program changes him, Look for hard copies of this
resource 10 be mailed to your office in the coming weeks.

We appreciate all that you do to ensure the health of North Carolina’s children and adolescents, and regret-any concem or confusion
created by these chanpes.
For additional information, please coniact the [mmunization Branch at 919-707-3550,
Atachmem
Ces sa Steve Shore Jessica Crendes Joww Beed Centrad Office Stafl Evelyn Foust
Terri Penninglon Machmn Fowell Ann Mance Lo Tumer Waooine Manufactuners
Cireg Cirlggs.: Jeff Engel Mepgan Davies Steve Cline Remonal Immunization Siaff



TOOT DUAZIIMIH L T AR (18 L00S U-U0 J[QEIIBAE 2g ||IM BUNLUD T8940 JIDN [0 241 Jo uoisias pajepdn uy

SISIED DUIDIEA
depy jo voneuaumaop ou it siuswiedap yeay [eao] 18 uses usttom wnued jsod 7
‘dep | pasiaan

12420 SEL O AL 1S UYL 10] (ME] UDURZIUNWL] 3 Aq paimbag st p o aasgm)

dep,,
parpddns-ajes aareool
Anwt {afe Jo sieal

281 [Py

WViN Rpsasanunyafa)|oo vurjoaeny yuop ¢ fuuagua ade Aue jo uosiad Aue oy uamid ague) 7| FO-R1) SINPRE WBEID) depp
slEaA
¥ ‘g1 28 yBnony uarppiys 2(qudsosns |8 0] J[gR[IRAR 218 so80p o] | 8] ySnoog) syiuowt £ 2 pi RN
| asn-aLneipad
W afe Jo slead R YInon O] = udIppya e 1o apqepeae €1 dep | paypddns-aieg SIE3A g ydnoml o) = depj,
ofie Jo sieod ¢ yBnouy) supuwow ¢ aae pue weidoad D4 A IRIA I8N MnEpag
by a0 o) aqiis TI0g 218 oym UDIRIYD 10] I[GRIBAR §1 BZUIN[JU [RUOosEIE FE1] § 1 ydnoay sygiuow g = BZUaN U]
AlUg) URIPIY
4N mny AOVSN ANIDOVA dIDON HOH YIHALIED ALITIEIONA AQHAAAOD SADY HANIDDVA

OTOT “1 [dY Bapaap

(1aand)

VNITOHYD HLIAON NI INASTHEd INTIATIHD TIV 404 VIRIALIED A9VIIA0D
(dIDN) WVAD0Ed NOLLYZINNIWIWT ¥NI'TTOAVYD HLHON




